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You SENT, they WENT
and the Gospel is heard in
the remote places in Asia
Malaysia

FROM THE HEART OF ERIC FUNG | Executive Director, Asian Outreach Malaysia

THE TALE OF THE TWO SEAS

T

here are two seas in Israel, the Dead Sea and the Sea of Galilee
both only 63 miles apart. Both are fed by the Jordon River
but yet they are poles apart in nature. The Sea of Galilee is
the largest freshwater lake in Israel teeming with life and contains
27 species of fish, some found nowhere else in the world. Its shores
are full of birds and are lush with vegetation.
The Dead Sea on the other hand contains no life at all being toxic
and bitter. The Dead Sea is roughly 8.6 times saltier than the ocean
and this salinity makes for a harsh environment which prevents
aquatic organisms such as fish and aquatic plants from living in it.
How could the two sea fed by the same river be so different in
nature? The Jordon River flows into the Sea of Galilee and then
flows out. The water simply passes through the Sea of Galilee
in and then out – and that keeps the sea healthy and vibrant,
teeming with marine life. The sea receives water at one end and
gives water out at the other end. For the Dead Sea the water flows
in from the river Jordan, but does not flow out. There are no outlet
streams so it receives the water and keeps all within itself and it has
been estimated that over a million tons of water evaporate from
the Dead Sea every day, leaving it salty, full of minerals and unfit
for any marine life. So it is with our life: if we only receive but do not
give then we do not live at all.
Our lives are richer when we share, and that great inner joy comes
from helping others to better their lives. In my years of ministry the
biggest lesson I have learnt about giving is from our foot soldiers
and trainers. I am amazed at how much of themselves they give to
others. They received the gift of eternal life that has changed their
lives so profoundly and they desire to pass this gift on and when
one soul is brought to Christ it provides them a reward that’s far
more valuable than any monetary reward here on earth. We are
only fully alive when we’re helping others. Jesus said, “If you insist
on saving your life, you will lose it. Only those who throw away their
lives for my sake and for the sake of the Good News will ever know
what it means to really live.” (Mark 8:35)

I liken our AO trainers in particular Ps Lau Tak Siong to the Sea of
Galilee and to me he is a shining example of giving so much of
himself to others. He undertakes training of pastors and leaders
who live in the most remote and poor areas. They are too poor to
come into the cities for training so Ps Lau goes out to them. His
trips are long arduous journeys’ with no comforts or luxuries. His
trip involves long hours of travelling on planes, trains, buses and
even motorbikes and bicycles along muddy, rough and dusty
roads to poor villages. His accommodation is not a five-star hotel
or even a 2-star hotel but a small dusty room with a threadbare
mattress and even though there is a mosquito net the mosquitos
still managed to get in and have a feast on him. There are no toilets
attached and the only toilet is just a hole in the ground. Sometimes
there is no running water or a fan and as you lie on your bed you
can smell the sweat of the previous person who had slept on the
bed. The worse of all is food poisoning. Yet when you ask him: “Will
you go again as the pastors and leaders are clamouring for more?”
His immediate response is “Yes, I will! When do you want me to be
there?” What he has received from God, he willingly and joyfully
passes on to those in need.
Ps Anand Rao, a foot soldier in the Nagpur District in India loves the
Lord and accepted Jesus into his life when he was a young boy. He
gave his life to serving the Lord despite the hostile opposition he
received from family and friends. After attending Bible College he
went to serve the Lord in the Maharashtra Province. People there
were openly hostile and his biggest obstacle was the temple of the
snake god. The snakes were given milk and eggs every day even
though many of the villages did not have enough to feed their
own children. He persevered and kept showing God’s love to the
villages and eventually 15 villagers got saved. One Sunday, a group
of Hindu extremist stormed into the church and beat up Ps Anand
unmercifully. The church members were too afraid to help him
but stood by fearfully watching. When he fell to the ground with
the weight of the blows one of his attackers took out a knife to
stab him. A lady member in the church quickly took out her hand
phone and began talking with a loud voice as if she was talking to
the police. Her quick thinking saved Ps Anand’s life.

The Sea of Galilee
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The Dead Sea

Ps Anand continued to see his attackers often but he has chosen
to forgive them. He said as how God has forgiven him so he must
forgive them, only then can he pass on the love of God and also
show the tangible love of God by forgiving them. He keeps sharing
the love of God to every person in the village. Like the Sea of
Galilee, God’s love flows into Ps Anand and flows out touching
those around him.
Remember the story of the Widow of Zarephath whom Elijah
asked for bread? She had the last food with her and after this there
would be nothing left but she trusted Elijah’s words and prepared
a meal for him with their last meal and God blessed her as He had
promised in 1 Kings 17:14-16 “Thus says the LORD God of Israel,
‘The bowl of flour shall not be exhausted, nor shall the jar of oil be
empty, until the day that the LORD sends rain on the face of the earth.’
So she went and did according to the word of Elijah, and she and
he and her household ate for many days. The bowl of flour was not
exhausted nor did the jar of oil become empty, according to the word
of the LORD which He spoke through Elijah.”
Then you look at the story of the rich man who lived a good life
and had kept all the commandments but he wanted to hold on
to all his richest and could not let it go in Mark 10:17-21 “As Jesus
was starting out on his way to Jerusalem, a man came running up to
him, knelt down, and asked, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit
eternal life?” “Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked. “Only God is truly
good. But to answer your question, you know the commandments:
‘You must not murder. You must not commit adultery. You must not
steal. You must not testify falsely. You must not cheat anyone. Honour
your father and mother.’ “Teacher,” the man replied, “I’ve obeyed all
these commandments since I was young.” Looking at the man, Jesus
felt genuine love for him. “There is still one thing you haven’t done,” he
told him. “Go and sell all your possessions and give the money to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
At this the man’s face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many
possessions.

God is the giver of every good and perfect gift. The larger our hearts
(and the wider our hands), the larger the picture we paint of God’s
character. When we give sacrificially, above and beyond what is
comfortable and easy, we are expressing our faith and trust in God
to provide for us and our family. Many Christians have discovered
the joy of casting their crumbs of bread upon the waters and multiple
loaves returning after many days (Ecclesiastes 11:1). It’s such a joy to
see God fulfil His promise of provision when we obey Him.
Always keep in mind the assurance of Scripture which says, “Let
us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will
reap a harvest if we do not give up.” (Galatians 6:9) The testimony
of Scripture is clear – it is truly more blessed to give than to receive.
The Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea come from the same source
– the Jordon River. God is like the Jordon River filling us with His
abundant love and blessings, flowing into us from His throne of
Grace. But the question is, which Sea do you want to be? We each
receive our life from God, and we must each empty ourselves of
self in order to have life in abundance. Our life must be consumed
by receiving and giving. If we do this, one by one, we can help
transform every individual from being a Dead Sea into a life-giving
Sea of Galilee.

Luke 6:38
“Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.
For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”

Prayer Points
1. Pray for the Lord to empower our foot soldiers and
trainers to have the strength to endure all hardship and
persecution all for the sake of the Gospel.
2. May the Lord touch hearts to be willing vessels in
supporting the work of the ministry by prayer and
financial support.

AOM FOOT SOLDIERS MINISTRY

F

oot soldiers or Church planters are our front line workers of
the Great Commission battling against the forces of darkness.
The Great Commission Matthew 28:19-20 “Therefore go
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age.” This is not merely a command but
a strategy for church planting. The command to “go” is a command
to evangelize and to saturate the target people group with the
Word of God. The imperative verbs “make disciples” pertain to the
effort of the church planter to disciple the new converts for growth
and maturity. “Baptizing them” is the final charge to welcome them
into the family of believers.
At present, AOM supports some 77 foot soldiers in Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Myanmar, East Malaysia and Vietnam. They are men
and women who are obedient and committed to the call of God
upon their lives to “Go and make disciples of all nations”. I am deeply
humbled by their fervour and zeal in their work for the Lord. They
love Him passionately, never questioning Him when faced with

Sunday Service in the open-air as they do not have a church building

continue on next page
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Sharing the Gospel house by house

A candidate being baptised

Evangelising whenever and wherever the
opportunity arises

challenges but they have learnt to trust Him completely. I liken
this to a father telling his little son who was caught in the branch
of a tree to jump into his arms. The little boy will do it because
he knows and trust his father completely and this is how the foot
soldiers are with our Heavenly Father. I look forward eagerly to
reading their reports filled with testimonies of the goodness of
God. They never complain of how hard their lives have been, the
hardship in finances, the persecutions and harassments they have
had to endure but give God all the glory for whatever challenge
they face. They have learnt to live with the sufferings as part of life
here on earth and they trust that God will hold them in the palm of
His Hand and will give them the strength and the guidance and to
walk with them through it (Phil 4:13 “I can do all this through him
who gives me strength”) and He will walk that path with them every
step of the way. They discharge such amazing faith.

visit with them, pray with them and speak the Word of God. It is
just three families but the Heavens are rejoicing!

Before Ps Pradeep was saved he was a notorious drunkard, drug
user and a cheat but today he is a gifted evangelist moving
powerfully in the gift of deliverance and healing. He prayed for
a man, Shaodew Rao, a devout Hindu who was deaf and by the
grace of God the man was healed and able to hear. He went around
rejoicing and telling everyone he could hear clearly. That very day
Shaodew gave his life to Jesus, breaking every idol in his home.
Every one of the 11 foot soldiers we support in the Indo-Bhutan
ministry has a similar story of God’s powerful intervention in their
lives.

In another village, Pastor Bijay, another foot soldier saw many
people having eye problems. He prayed and asked the Lord how
he could help these people. The Lord opened a door for him to
contact the Lions Club of Siliguri (a social club) who agreed to
sponsor 10 women to have their eyes checked and to have the
necessary operation done. The Love of God is made tangible
through the love and care of these foot soldiers.

In India it is very challenging indeed to be a foot soldier. Like
Bhutan the foot soldiers in India have to be courageous witnesses
in a nation hostile to Christianity. Unlike Bhutan however, the
government of India does not officially persecute Christians, but
it has created an environment in which persecutions against
Christians can happen with impunity. Radical Hindus have been
emboldened to perform acts of violence and atrocities against
Christian pastors and the believers (including the 1999 murder of
missionary Graham Staines and his sons).
In spite of the danger to themselves, our missionary in the IndoBhutan border continues to press on to bring the Gospel to the
Indo-Bhutan border. Missionary Kikon Lotha and his team have one
desire and that is to see their people saved. They have encountered
the Living God and they want to share this with others. I salute
these dedicated men and women who have given themselves for
the Gospel. When I think of these foot soldiers I am reminded of
Gal 2: 20 “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but
Christ lives in me. The life I live in this body, I live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave Himself to me.”
We praise God because our labour in Christ is not in vain. After six
months of reaching out to a village in Sikkim, three families (ten
people) accepted the Lord. Kikon never gave up but continued to
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To obey the Great Commandment “to love” and the Great
Commission to “preach” the foot soldiers have to overcome their
own struggles and challenges but their faith in God is immovable.
Kikon has a four year old son born with epilepsy and developmental
disabilities and has four to five seizures a day. Does he blame
God? No, he trusts his son to God and believes his son will receive
healing. His faith has not been shaken by this. Ps Lazarus, a young
foot soldier working with Kikon was savagely beaten up some
months ago while visiting villages to share the Gospel. Did the
beating deter him from preaching? Has that made him afraid to go
out? Not in the least! As soon as he could he was back trudging the
country roads with his Bible, sharing the Word of God.

Your prayer and financial partnership has empowered the foot
soldiers who are not just battling the power of darkness but also
reaping a great harvest. Do remember whatever amount you sow
into this ministry it is for the furtherance of the Gospel and the
extension of the Kingdom. Rom 10:13-15 “Everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord will be saved. How, then, can they call on the
one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one
of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without
someone preaching to them? And how can anyone preach unless
they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those
who bring good news! “.
My friend we ask you to be a sender and please continue to pray for
our foot soldiers, in your homes, churches, cell groups and prayer
groups. They surely do need your prayers and financial support.

Prayer Points
1. Pray for the safety and protection of the foot soldiers and
their families.
2. Pray for more workers to answer the call to serve the
Lord in the remote places.
3. May the Lord open doors of opportunity for them and
give them wisdom and discernment to share the Gospel.
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OBEDIENT TO THE CALL OF GOD
Ps Joshua Pan |

AO Missionary

P

astor Joshua Pan, a Sabahan had been serving in West
Malaysia for the past 15 years when he felt God calling him to
return to his homeland of Sabah. He enjoyed being the pastor
for a local church where his life and family were quite happily
settled. During a prayer meeting, God revealed to him that His
people in Sabah (the natives) were weak and many had fallen away
and Ps Joshua needed to plant himself in the Body of Christ in
Sabah to help the weaker parts of that body and he found himself
weeping in church. He told his wife of what the Lord had put into
his heart, that his season here was over and God was calling him
back to Sabah. He was so greatly encouraged when he found out
that she too carried the same conviction. He kept praying and
seeking God for confirmation and leading and the answer was
always the same — to return to Sabah to help the natives and
many under-privileged people who were being oppressed and
taken advantage of. Obedient to the call of God, he and his family
relocated back to Kota Kinabalu at the end of 2013 in anticipation
of how God was going to use them next.
Ps Joshua focuses on discipling and equipping believers to fulfil
the Great Commission and the Great Commandment call on their
lives. He also conducts training and equipping programs to the
native kindergarten teachers throughout Sabah so they can train
and mobilize youth and children for prayer and intercession. He
is also involved in helping natives to rectify the documentation
error in the Identification card under their religious status. He
often travels extensively throughout Sabah, into the interior to
minister, educating people on their rights, discipling believers and
encouraging and equipping the foot soldiers and church planters.
Ps Joshua has seen the hand of God intervening and giving
him wisdom and favour with the government authorities in his
dealings with them.
When God called Ps Joshua, he answered and since his return he
has been a vessel for the Lord, reaching, touching and changing
lives through the saving grace of Jesus and is thankful that he was
obedient to the call of God. It has been truly rewarding for him and
his family to witness the work of the Holy Spirit working through
the new believers. He has learnt that church is not about a building
but that church is in us, we are temples of God wherever we might
be. Ps Joshua has seen the glory of God in his life and in the life of
those around him and he has seen signs follow those who believe.
He shared an amazing testimony as a result of disciple making.
2 Tim 2:2
“You therefore, my son, be
strong in the grace that is in
Christ Jesus. And the things that
you have heard from me among
many witnesses, commit these
to faithful men who will be able
to teach others also.”

Michael at his baptism

Sunny, a new believer who
has been working closely with
Ps Joshua has been sharing
the Gospel to his friends and
Michael Sau is one of the many
he has share the Gospel with.
Michael often experiencing
tightness in his chest and
numbness over his face and at
times he was unable to drive

New believers, Michael and his daughter, both healed by God

having to pull over on the roadside and call his family or friends
for help. His check-ups, however, at the government hospital and
then private hospitals showed that there was nothing wrong and
his heart was normal with no signs of a heart condition. He then
went to a psychiatrist thinking that perhaps he was going insane.
He kept on seeking help with mediums but his symptoms still
persisted and he felt oppressed. By now Michael had spent about
RM40,000 and desperate he started to think about the Christian
God and turned to God for his healing and deliverance. Sunny
shared the Good News of Jesus Christ and explained to him that as
believer we can receive healing from God and we have authority
over the power of darkness. One night, when Michael was alone at
home he began to feel much oppressed and he fell on his knees
and started to pray. The first thing he experienced was the peace
of God that came over him. He continued to pray fervently and
on the 7th day he experienced God’s healing and deliverance and
was set free. He was overjoyed and shared his testimony with his
family and friends and soon after, he accepted Jesus as his Lord
and Saviour. One night when his daughter who had been suffering
from asthma for many years woke up with a bad asthma attack
and lay wheezing and gasping for air, this new believer, Michael
laid hands on her and claimed healing for her in Jesus name and
she was healed. She has never had an asthma attack again. The
whole family have come to Christ. Now this family pray and share
the Word of God every night. Holding hands in prayer and sharing
Bible verses with family and friends has become their routine.
Psalm 128:1
“Blessed are all who fear the LORD, who walk in obedience to him.”
The Bible often tells us that God blesses and rewards obedience.
Obedience to God proves our love for Him, demonstrates our
faithfulness to Him, glorifies Him in the world and opens avenues
of blessing for us. This is what Ps Joshua and his family are enjoying.

Luke 4:18
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me
to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery
of sight to the blind; To set at liberty those who are oppressed.”

Prayer Points
1. May God grant Ps Joshua favour with the authorities in
helping Christian believers to amend the error of their
religious status in the MyCard.
2. Pray for God anointing upon Ps Joshua as he trains and
mobilizes the youth and children for the intercessory
ministry.
3. May God’s mercy and protection always be upon Ps
Joshua especially as he travels into the interior.
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PASTORS FAMILY
RETREAT 2016

1

Thessalonians 5:12 “Dear brothers and sisters, honour those
who are your leaders in the Lord’s work. They work hard among
you and give you spiritual guidance.”

Pastors are in a headship position over the church, under Jesus,
the chief shepherd (Ephesians 4:11-16) “So Christ himself gave the
apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to
equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may
be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of
the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure
of the fullness of Christ.”
The pastor gives of himself because he desires to be a blessing
and isn’t expecting anything in return. When the church has a big
congregation the Pastor has a team to help him out in the various
ministries but with a small church with a membership of 50 and
below this is not the case. The pastor and his wife carry the burden
for the whole church and often situations can be discouraging and
emotionally draining. Just to name a few; ministry to a transiting
congregation, student and young adults leave for higher education
and work, leaving behind the very young and the very old. Due to
the small amount in the tithes and offering the pastor does not
have the luxury to invite outside speakers, landing up speaking
most of the 52 weeks in a year. Many have to be the first to be
in church and the last to leave for opening and locking up of the
church doors. Income of members in the small towns or villages
has its limitation, due to this the pastors’ salary is scaled down
beyond the needs of the pastors causing the pastors to make
sacrifices at the expense of their families members.
The pastor is expected to attend (if not conduct) every wedding,
funeral, hospital visitation or meeting, visit people in their homes,
preach on most Sundays and organize most of the activities of the
church, be present for all functions and this often means spending
less time with his own family. There is no budget for an admin clerk
and that role too falls upon the Pastor or his wife. Being a pastor
isn’t a job, it’s what a person is. When God calls a person to be a
pastor, He places in him a shepherd’s nature and characteristics —
to love and care for his flock. It’s what he thinks about, what he
lives for, and his purpose on the earth. It’s not possible for him to
go home at the end of a day and leave his job behind the way that
most people can. His, is an all-consuming task. As the pastor faces
his daily tasks, he will begin to ride an emotional roller-coaster.
With each person he counsels or prays with, he will experience
a momentary bond with their circumstances or burdens. He will
have to face all this himself because he is the only pastor.

A time of praise and worship during the Pastors Family Retreat

In 2009, God put a burden in my heart for these pastors and I knew
God wanted me to reach out to them and encourage them for
their faithfulness to Him. Being from small churches they may feel
quite alone in their ministry but God sees their faithfulness and
love for Him and wants to reward them with a time of refreshing,
to encourage and motivate them. They also need a break with
their family and just enjoy the time with each other without any
interruption. The burden in my heart to do something out of the
ordinary for them was clear and I wanted to arrange a 3 days/2
nights family retreat for the pastors and their families at a decent
hotel but on the other hand this would cost quite a bit. Again the
Lord reminded me of the many occasions where I had obeyed him
and He had never failed to provide all that I needed to fulfil His
plans. I did not make an appeal to all the donors but just spoke
to a few people of what God had put into my heart and by faith I
started preparing for the first Pastors Family Retreat in 2009 and
true to His promises He provided all the funds needed to bless 22
pastors from the South of Malaysia with a 3 days/2 nights family
retreat at a decent hotel. When we first contacted the pastors to
invite them many were sceptical, asking why we were doing this
for them when we did not even know them? When I explained to
them what God had put into my heart and why we were doing this,
all of them were deeply touched.
The pastors and their spouses were motivated, encouraged and
challenged by good speakers and the children also had a fun time
while their parents were attending the seminars. On the last days
many of the pastors broke down and wept. Many told us that this
was the first time they had a holiday with their family since starting
their church and they were overwhelmed with joy. They had never
imagined they would have this break and they were grateful for
this short time with their families. The whole family was overjoyed
to have this quality time as a family.
In 2012, we were again challenged to organize another Pastors
Family Retreat for the pastors in the North. Twenty-three pastors
and their families attended and again it was heart-warming to
see them so refreshed, encouraged and renewed of their vision at
the end of the retreat. The joy on the faces of their families was
reward enough for us. Besides spending time with their families
they too got to know other pastors in similar situations and share
their experiences and challenges and learn from each other. New
friendships and partnerships were forged.
Pastors are men and women who have been obedient to the call
of God and need encouragement and understanding just like
any of us. AO is now looking to organize another Pastors Family
Retreat for Tamil Pastors from the North and we are looking for
partners who share a similar vision for pastors whose churches are
with 50 members and below, to encourage and to bless them for
their faithfulness and diligence in their pastoral ministry despite all
the challenges and discouragement they face.

Praying for the pastor and his wife at the 2009 Pastors Family Retreat
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What AO wants to do is to offer these pastors and their families a
3 days/2 nights family retreat at a decent hotel at an approximate
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cost of RM1625 for a family of 5 persons and RM1300 for a family
of 4 persons. Our objective or motivation is to show them that God
does care and love them. We need you to partner with us to be a
‘Barnabas’ to these pastors and their families. Join us to sponsor
a family or if the Lord moves you to give more, than be obedient,
to do what the Lord has put in your heart. Pray with us that it will
be a time of refreshing and a fresh encounter with God that will
sustain them to continue on with their ministry. And with this
small effort on our part we will be able to communicate God’s love
and faithfulness to them, particularly to family members.

When you write your payment to Asian Outreach (M) Bhd please
also write at the back of the cheque “Pastors Retreat”. You can
forward it to Asian Outreach, 81 Jalan SS2/75, 47300 Petaling Jaya,
Selangor.
Or you can bank it directly to us to our Maybank account 512231514747 and notify us, either by fax (03-78766221) or email.

Proverbs 11:25
“The generous will prosper; those who refresh others will
themselves be refreshed.”

Again we are doing this by faith. Come and join us to work together
with God to make His plan come to pass for His glory.

Prayer Points
1. Pray that God will bring godly friends and encouragers
to pastors and their families to strengthen them for the
ministry and provide meaningful fellowship and times
of rest.
2. Praise God for your pastor’s leadership and pray that
he will make godly decisions and he will lead with a
shepherd’s heart and that he will always speak the truth
in love.

2009 Pastors Family Retreat — A great time of refreshing
for the whole family

3. We pray that all the finances for the coming Tamil Pastors
Retreat will be met so that we can give the pastors and
their families a time of refreshing and encouragement.

SHORT TERM MISSION OPPORTUNITY: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
HONG KONG : 30 July to 14 August 2016
English Programs Inter-active Oral English Program for High School Students
Children’s Program to the underprivileged
Partnering with the local churches and community centres.
Qualifications Required — Heart to Serve
Through many English programs and camps over the years, lives have been transformed and changed. Developing a specific program
called ‘LIFE’ our aim is to motivate and help students to build confidence in speaking English through a wide variety of lively and interactive
activities by creating an environment where students feel comfortable to share their feelings; to encourage them in every aspects of their
life; to explore other cultures, and meet new friends
If God is stirring your heart today to help His people and you would like to go out to the mission fields to touch and change lives, please do
contact us. If you or your church would like to know more about our ministry, we will be happy to come and share with you our vision and
what we are called to do. Do continue to pray for us in your churches, homes, cell groups and family altars. If you would like us to pray for
you, do drop us a line or leave a message on Facebook and we will be happy to pray for you.
As God moves you to sow into His Kingdom and you wish to contribute to our ministry, please send cheques/money order to:

ASIAN OUTREACH MALAYSIA (M) BHD
Address:
No. 81, Jalan SS2/75, 47300 Petaling Jaya,
Selangor, Malaysia.
Tel: 603-7876 6789 Fax: 603-7876 6221
Email: asianoutreachpj@gmail.com
Bank Account holder:
ASIAN OUTREACH (MALAYSIA) BHD
Bank Account No:
512231-514747
Name & Address of Bank:
Malayan Banking Bhd (SS 2 Branch)
58-64 Jalan SS2/67, 47300 Petaling Jaya
Selangor, Malaysia
(PLEASE FAX OR EMAIL US BANK-IN SLIP)
Swift Code: MBBEMYKL

ASIAN OUTREACH HONG KONG LTD
Address:
Rm 2A, Speedy Industrial Building, 114 How Ming Street
Kwun Tong, Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 2929 4009 Fax: (852) 2607 1609
Email: cadm@aohk.org
Bank Account holder:
Asian Outreach Hong Kong Ltd
Bank Account No:
018-414326-001
Name & Address of Bank:
The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited
No. 1 Queen’s Road Central, Hong Kong
Swift Code: HSBCHKHHHKH
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BUDAK ARU BIBLE
SCHOOL
By Ps Benny Ng |

B

akelalan is a beautiful place located in the Kelabit Highlands
of Sarawak in the north-east, beside the border of Kalimantan
Indonesia. The two main villages in the Kelabit Highlands
are Bakelalan and Bario, both at an average 1000 meters (3300
feet) above sea level which makes the overall atmosphere here
very cooling. The only way to get here is by road which can take
anywhere from 4-8 hours by four wheel drive (4WD) and the
other faster but costlier way would be to fly in via small plane
from nearby Lawas or Miri. Bakelalan is home to the Lun Bawang
people of Sarawak, there is various numbers of smaller villages and
communities around here with an average of 30-100 people.
In 1928, Australian missionaries came to North Borneo to spread
the Gospel and some native groups accepted this faith, including
the Lun Bawang people. The people responded positively to the
message and they changed their lifestyle, turning away from their
bad habits. After some years however, especially during the 2nd
world war many fell back into their old ways until the great Bario
Revival in Sarawak in 1973. The revival came about as a result of
much prayer for the young people in the Kelabit Bario church in
the Kelabit Highlands (Mount Murud). The Holy Spirit came upon
the people with great power and conviction. The young and old
began to cry out and repent of their sins. People from all walks of
life went to church from morning till night, every day, to pray. There
were miraculous signs of speaking and interpretation of tongues,
healings, casting out of evil spirits, word of knowledge and a great
zeal to spread the Gospel to other villages and tribes. Whole villages
were converted and set on fire by the Holy Spirit. The revival spread
to the Lun Bawang who live in Bakelalan and in 1985, God visited
the Lun Bawangs with great signs and wonders.

Nestled among the hills
is the Budak Aru Bible
School which caters to
students from the native
tribes the Lun Bawang,
Kenyah, Kayan, Penan,
Berawan, Iban, Beketan
and other native groups.
During the revival there
were many Lun Bawang
students but today there
The Budak Aru Bible school
is less than 10. My first
encounter with the school was in October 2011 and at that time
the number of students was at its lowest with a total of 14 students
only. The school was very run down and needed much repair. The
main problem was the school lacked the finances for such major
repairs and secondly materials needed for the repair had to be
sourced from Lawas (about 6-8 hours up to Bakelalan). There was
a lack of accommodation for male students and it was difficult to
bring in lecturers due to its remote location. I felt God calling me to
go and minister to them and help them and even though it would
mean a long journey on very rough jungle roads I knew I must go.
Over the next couple of years I went as often as I could to teach
and minister to them and it was rewarding to see how eager the
students were to learn. Every time I went there I felt so blessed to
be with them.
In October 2015, I arranged a mission team with a group of
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The beautiful surroundings of the Bible school

AO coordinator in Borneo

marketplace members to help in the rebuilding of the school and
to conduct teachings and workshops for the students to motivate
and encourage them. Some of the team members did the electrical
rewiring and some started the building repair work. I was so blessed
to be a part of this group who worked tirelessly during their short
time there and the students were amazed at how fast the team
worked. The students were so encouraged that they too joined in
the repair work. God used this mission team to stir the hearts of the
students and encourage them.
I kept returning to the school whenever I had the chance to teach
and minister to the students, always bringing with me team
members who had skills in building repair and slowly the school
began to improve. I was overjoyed to see an increase in the new
intake and a few students from the Penan tribe had enrolled. Praise
God more Penans are answering the calling to be equipped and
trained as pastors. Today, the school has 51 students; the majority is
the indigenous people from West Malaysia – Jakun, Semoi, Temuan
from Selangor and Pahang. Praise God there are four fulltime
lecturers who have answered God’s call to come to this remote
place to teach and equip the students.
I go back there when I can, bringing teams from Sarawak, West
Malaysia, Korea and South Africa to help and participate in their
growth. The school still needs more repair work but I walk by faith
believing that God will restore this school to be a beacon of hope for
the natives of Sarawak. God has revealed more ‘hidden treasures’ in
this land and as we gain more ‘talents’ in hand we are commanded
to earn more ‘Talents’ in areas we never thought we were able to
do. Matthew 25:14-30 “For it will be like a man going on a journey,
who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. To one he
gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to
his ability. Then he went away. He who had received the five talents
went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. So
also he who had the two talents made two talents more. But he who
had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his
master’s money. ...”
I give thanks to the Lord for His faithfulness, goodness and mercies.
Without Him, all things were simply not possible. The fact that He
enables us to do more for His Kingdom sake has taught me to be
humble and I stand in awe of His greatness.

1 Peter 4:10
“God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual
gifts. Use them well to serve one another.”

Prayer Points
1. Pray for the native Christian to become more mobilized
to assist other disadvantaged tribes and to reach out in
love to those more needy than themselves.
2. Pray for a strong prophetic move of the Spirit in the
jungle interior of Sarawak.
3. Pray for God’s provision in finances for the school to
become a thriving Bible school that will be the light in
the jungle of Sarawak.

A S I A N O U T R E A C H C O N N E C T I O N S 1 3 | J U LY- S E P T E M B E R 2 0 1 6

